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PARENT PERSPECTIVES

September  2013 FPSPI
Please send your questions or 

comments  to the 
Parent Committee 

via Chair, 
Deb Woythal at dwoythal@gmail.com

Volume 8

 The tips and suggestions this month come from Deb 
Woythal, former Affiliate Director of Iowa, and current Outreach 
Chair on the Board of Trustees.  Deb has been involved in the 
Future Problem Solving Program since 1989 and was an 
Affiliate Director for eleven years.  She has served on the BOT 
in many roles.  Enjoy!

Dear Parents,
 We are so happy you have found your way to our newsletter for parents.  We began this monthly newsletter, 
PARENT PERSPECTIVES, last year - just for you, the parents of FPSers, worldwide.  Each month you will be able 
to access the newsletter by going to the FPSPI website, www.fpspi.org, and clicking on PARENTS.  We also have 
an informative Parents’ tri-fold brochure at that link, available for downloading.  
 We are beginning this issue with two submissions from parents who attended International Conference 
2013.  One is from the parent of the Alaskan Affiliate’s IC flag bearer, and the other is from the parent/coach of the 
Junior CmPS team from the Mentored Region of Turkey.

 When Kaia Victorino, a Middle Division GIPS participant from 
Fairbanks, Alaska, learned she would be Alaska’s flag bearer for the 
Opening Ceremony at the International Conference, she knew just where 
to go for her costume.  A group of dancers in Fairbanks, the Pavva 
Inupiaq Dancers, (https://sites.google.com/site/pavvadancers/) wore 
beautiful atikluks (summer parkas) for their performances.  The red 
atikluk represents the women who are in the Pavva Inupiaq Dancers 
group. Red is a color that represents boldness and pride, positive 
aspects of Alaska Native people of Fairbanks. All people are welcome to 
dance in the group, although most of the dances are Inupiaq and Yup'ik 
Native dances.
 Not only did the group loan Kaia an atikluk to wear, but one of the 
dancers, Amy Topkok, also loaned her seal skin mittens to complement 
the outfit.  These precious mittens had been made from a spotted seal 
harvested by Amy’s father, Delano Barr, and made into mittens by her 
mother, Minnie, in Shishmaref, a village in Northwest Alaska. They are 
trimmed with beaver and black leather
 The necklace that Kaia wore was purchased at the World Eskimo-
Indian Olympics shop located in downtown Fairbanks, a popular hotspot 
of Native Arts and Crafts (www.weio.org). Many Native Artists are 
represented at the local shop and really represent the many different 
Native cultures of Alaska.
 Kaia was honored to have such a beautiful outfit to wear while 
carrying Alaska’s flag in the procession.

!

Kaia Victorino, the 2013 
IC flag bearer from the 

Alaska FPSP.

The description of Kaia’s 
costume was submitted 

by her mother, 
Shawna Victorino.
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 Esin KALYONCU is a CmPS coach from Istanbul, Turkey.  Her novice Junior team,  Team 
Spinney, comprised of her son, Emre, and 8 other CmPSers, took first place/Junior CmPS team 2013 in 
the Human Services/Health Concerns Division.   Here is Esin’s article and a photo of Team Spinney’s 
parents and CmPSers:

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
 Since Deb Woythal requested me to write a piece for this newsletter about my FPSPI experience as 
a parent, the question  “How may FPSPI contribute to a mother’s unique journey?” has embraced my 
mind.  Here are my simple answers:

 F : FRUSTRATION  & FLEXIBILITY

  Yes, indeed, whatever I thought I knew, and believed about motherhood was shattered by my FPSPI 
experience in a way that I had to reshape them, reorganize them, restore them, reconsider them all. What 
my 10-year-old and I went through taught us that we could/should be more flexible about what we have 
been doing as the two sides of our parent-child relation.

 P :  PROVIDENCE  & PROFESSIONALIZATION
  Along the way, as I had to go over my motherly attitudes and manners, it was not too hard for me to see 
that I was kind of spoon-feeding my son by being too attached. Working with the whole group and studying 
thinking methods with them as a coach, I, on the other side, was enlightened by the karma and providence 
that the program basics added to my mother-style. I, today, feel I have become a more ‘professional’ mom 
in that I can better handle the situations where I should be emotionally detached when I see my son 
fighting/ tackling/ considering a problem. 

 S : SAGACITY & SALVATION 

   I also feel that I am becoming a more sagacious mother after being a part of FPSPI family. Rather than 
using up all my mother-energy on my 10-year-old (CmPSer) son’s demands, I have learned to share it in a 
more intelligent and fair way so that I can save some for my younger one.    I was as lost as my gifted son 
before I met this program. I was buried into sources from which I thought I could learn all the answers he 
had been continually demanding.
   It was two months after we started FPS/CmPS that I realized my salvation was lying in the methods I 
was supposed to apply as a coach. All serve(d) as life skills not only for my son but also for me as a so-
called mom up to then. We both have “6 hats” (DeBono) now, and our favorite game, at any co-venience of 
ours, is SCAMPER.

  P : PRIDE & PREJUDICE

   I am, today, proud of myself because I gave myself a chance to improve as a mother, and I was brave 
enough to free from many fossilized social patterns which are full of prejudgments. Now, I have innovative 
conceptions, which will accompany me through my next journey with my 8-year-old son. My sons tell me 
they are proud of me due to what I dared.

  I  : INDEPENDENCE & IMAGINATION
   Doubtless to say, gaining his independence has been the most precious outcome for my son. It has also 
been the ultimate result for me as a mother since I am not the all-the-time-anxious mother as I used to be. 
My son and his friends’ enthusiasm encouraged me to apply as many creative activities as possible.  I 
have eventually turned out to be a relatively level-headed mom, which was beyond my imagination.  
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Team Spinney from 
Turkey: team members 

and supporters!

NOW PRESENTING...THE TOP 10 
REASONS TO BE  A PROUD PARENT/GUARDIAN OF AN FPSER!

10. We invite parents to join a Parent Advisory Group to make your voices heard!
If you join the Parent Advisory Group, you can help in a myriad of ways – just think of how far-reaching your 
influence can extend!

 
 9. We offer components for learners with a variety of learning styles.

Did you know we offer an excellent classroom component, Action-based Problem Solving, for students as 
young as kindergarten age?  This component provides a firm basis for all the other components.  Please 
see our updated edition of this resource available on our website.

Which component(s) would you like to know more about: our Global Issues Problem Solving for Teams or 
Individuals? Community Problem Solving Program for Teams or Individuals?  The Scenario Writing 
Component?  Action-based Problem Solving?  Explore our website, www.fpspi.org, to get answers or email 
the Parent Outreach Committee chair, Deb Woythal, dwoythal@gmail.com, for more information.

Not all FPSers love working on issues-based research; not all FPSers want to ‘make an active difference’ in 
their communities; not all FPSers love to read and write futuristically.   Although we feel the collaborative 
aspect of the program is so beneficial, not all FPSers like to work on teams, so we offer a variety of 
components for both teams of students and individuals.  Many of our students are involved in more than one 
component.

 8. We have Affiliates worldwide.
We have Affiliates in almost every state in the USA and programs in other countries: Australia; New 
Zealand; Singapore; Malaysia; Japan; Korea; United Kingdom; Portugal; Turkey, Switzerland and more are 
seeking to be involved with FPSPI every year.

 7. Our FPSPI program covers grades K-12 and now, beyond!
As mentioned in #9, we have programming for students in grades K-12, and we have expanded the program 
to include FPSers of every age.  By special request from our former FPSers, an ADULT GLOBAL ISSUES 
DIVISION was added in 2012-2013, so lifelong learners can now be a part of Future Problem Solving 
Program International.

 6. We have resources readily available to help you coach, evaluate, and/or lead an Affiliate Program.
All kinds of resources are available for coaches, evaluators, students AND parents! Excellent handbooks for 
coaching and activity units for students and all kinds of resources for each of the components can be 
ordered by going to www.fpspi.org.   Just click on FPSPI Mart to view the excellent materials available for 
teachers, coaches, parents and students.

http://www.fpspi.org
http://www.fpspi.org
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http://www.fpspi.org
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5. Our program evaluations have been consistently positive!
We have had a comprehensive Program Evaluation from the Center for Creative Learning under the leadership 
of Dr. Donald Treffinger, one of the foremost researchers in creativity in the world. Dr. Treffinger has published 
articles about our program’s evaluation in professional journals.  You can access an article on the evaluation 
from the website, or you can email Deb, who will email you a copy of that article upon receipt of your request.

In addition, another study of former FPSers who are in their professional careers has been conducted by 
doctoral students at the University of Virginia, under the tutelage of Dr. Carolyn Callahan, a well-known name in 
the field of gifted education.  The researchers of the GEN 2 study were excited with the first part of the study so 
that they’ve initiated a second phase, which is being completed at this time.  They are particularly interested in 
studying the influence of the program on the lives, professional and personal, of a randomly-selected number 
of the original responders.  We have a copy of the first phase and are looking forward to receiving a copy of the 
second phase.

A third study, a longitudinal study on the effects of FPSPI participation on creativity, academic success and 
extracurricular participation of students  (FPSers and non-FPSers) over a six-year period, is being conducted 
by Scholastic Testing Service (STS) and FPSPI.  Annual data is gathered and an annual report to the FPSPI 
Governing Council is made by Dr. John Kauffman.  We are looking forward to the culmination of this study and 
its report.

 4. We are seeking YOU to join an Adult team of Global Issues learners!
GUESS WHAT?!  We are seeking members of the newly-created Adult Global Issues Problem Solving teams.  
HOW ABOUT YOU?!  No need to be a trained FPSer – we will provide training!  All you have to do is let us 
know of your interest and we’ll do the rest.  Gather some friends who would be interested, or let us put you with 
other interested parents from somewhere in the world.

One of the best parts of GIPS is learning more about current issues.  For example, this year’s topics are: 
SOCIAL ISOLATION; DESERTIFICATION; SURVEILLANCE SOCIETY; LAND TRANSPORTATION, and the 
last topic, "the secret topic" for IC, will not be announced until March.

Please think about signing up to be a member of a Global Issues Adult team – what better way to communicate 
with your child and share information that you’ve learned through your problem solving experiences with Global 
Issues!

 3.  Our goals and standards reflect what we want to provide for our students and what we deem appropriate     
      for ourselves as lifelong learners!

We have a rich history starting with Dr. Paul Torrance’s development of the program in 1974 to stimulate critical 
and creative thinking skills.  In addition, Dr. Torrance’s goal was to encourage students to develop both a vision 
for the future AND the knowledge that they COULD influence the future.  Our goals remain the same.

FPSPI in addressing the major educational competencies is aligned with Common Core Standards Initiative, 
21st Century Skills, STEM and NAGC’s Gifted Programming Standards.

 2. We would be thrilled to have you work with us!
Marianne Solomon, the Executive Director, with a very dedicated office staff, heads FPSPI.  Our committees 
are comprised of volunteers who believe strongly in the program.  We would welcome having parents join the 
committees.  Please consider this volunteering avenue!  Your help would be greatly appreciated and 
welcomed.

 1. We love the program and hope to have you join us in this passion!
Where do you see youngsters as young as 7 year olds sharing their love of an academic program with 80+ 
year old evaluators?  One of our elder FPSers is Ruth Werner, who evaluated for Indiana, Wisconsin and IC for 
several decades?!  And then in her mid‐80s when she felt she was slowly down a bit, she volunteered and helped 
out at registration for IC 2012!  That’s the dedication FPSers, young and old, have for the program!  

   Wouldn’t you like to join us?    ~~~~~~~    The Parent Outreach Committee

***There are many more – if you name 
one more reason and send that reason to 
Deb, dwoythal@gmail.com, Your name will 
be entered in the September drawing for a 
$25 gift certificate from ZippyMart!  

Welcome to all new 
parents of FPSers 
around the globe!
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